Farming carbon credits

They can fight climate change, boost farm income
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he Government of India

has taken a momentous
addressing climate change, of
evolving a carbon market that
prices greenhouse gas or carbon
emissions. Additionally, it has
launcheda Green Credit Scheme
to promote and support
sustainable practices, including
those in agriculture. While the
exactdetailsare vet to emerge, it
remainsuncertain whether
carbon creditsfrom ture
willbe tradable in the Indian
carbon market. However,
sustainable agricultural practices
hold a central role inthe Green
Credit Scheme.

Theideaof carbon credits from
agriculture presents anideal
solution tocombat climate change
while enhancing farmers’ income.
Carbon credits are generated
when farmersadopt sustainable
agricultural practices, suchas
no-till farming, balanced feed for
livestock, direct seeding of rice
(DSR) and balanced use of
fertilizers, and integrated nutrient
management, among others.

ADDITIONAL INCOME

These practices effectively reduce
or remove carbon from the
atmosphere. Carbon (Agtech)
start-ups sell ?msc creditsto
corporations from developed
countriesand share 55-75 per cent
ofthe revenue ted with
farmers. The additional income
from sales of carbon credits acts as
anincentive for farmerstoadopt
climate mitigation measures.
Currently, thereare over 40
carbon credit projects from
agriculture in India.

Recent industryrepontsand
media critics have portrayed
carbon creditsas failingand
ineffective, labellingthese as mere
greenwashing.

While no policyis foolproof, itis
crucial torecognise that
im tation challenges,

than inherent flaws, often
hinder the success of such
initiatives, Tomake carbon credits
inagriculture work effectively,
thereisaneed tofollowa
research-based approach. Rather
entirely, itis important toidentify
thechallenges and viable
solutionstothese. Identify and
showcase use cases and scale the
best practices. Developscalable
technological solutions for
measurement, reporting, and
verification (MRV'), By doing so, it
is possible to demonstrate that
carban credits contribute to
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of xhc ground realities, let us
consider the status of agricultural
carboncredit projects in India. A
survey by CIMMYT, a non-profit
research-for-development
organisation, focused on
non-profit agricultural research
and training, examined seven such
projectsin Pradeshand
Haryana, The findings indicate
severalimplementation
shortcomings suchas lack of
training in sustainable agriculture
practices, nocontact from
companiesafter enrolment,
non-receipt of payment
formrbmf ts,and lack of
awareness about the contract
terms. This has resulted in
discontinuing theadoption of
sustainable agricultural practices.

While these challenges are
significant, theyare not
insurmountable. One of the
primary issues from farmers’
perspectiveis the non-receipt of
payment for carbon credits, This
can beaddressed by providing

t to farmers until
t!ftfrwcarbop:ymmcredm aresold.
Additionally, ies can
establish partnerships with NGOs
or research institutes to facilitate
the processand enhance farmers’
engagement through dedicated
teams, regular communication
channels,and provision of inputs
and as promised.

creditsin agriculture
have the potential toaddress the
dual of climate
mitigation and farmers'livelihood
improvement.

Itisimportant torecognise that
this ongoing process requires
continuous refinement and
optimisation from precise
measurement and accurate
monitoring toefficient
implementation, cach step must
be takenwith diligenceanda
commitment tosustainable
development.
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